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FROM :  David Goodall, Parliamentary Candidate Southampton Itchen 

TO :  Harefield estate residents and Harefield school parents 

RE :  Possible changes at the Harefield Schools 

The aim of this frequently asked question leaflet is to clarify why the changes are proposed and 

my views on them. 

1) Do you understand the issues involved in the proposed re-organisation ? 

• Yes, I am the only candidate who went to the four public meetings before Christmas.  I am 
Governor at Townhill Infants on the finance and personnel committee and so understand 

the way this government finances schools.  I also went to the public meeting for the first 

consultation, which involved just Moorlands Infants, representing some of Moorland’s 

parents as their local councillor. 

2) What is your view on the proposal to reduce the entry numbers at the Harefield schools? 

• The numbers of children on the Harefield estate wishing to go the Harefield schools, plus 
a few more for parent choice, should match the numbers that can go to the Harefield 

schools.  Currently, under the present Labour government financing system for infant and 

junior schools the school entry numbers have to be reduced, if at Harefield the pupil 

numbers were fall to less than 44 in Year R and the prediction is they are to remain low. 

The government will not supply the money to enable smaller class sizes. 

3) Do you believe that a 30 pupil entry school is enough for the people on the estate ? 

• No. 

4) Does it matter if it is separate infants and junior, or a single primary school ? 

• No, the main thing is that there are enough places for the kids in the area to go to school 
and to allow for some parental choice, and that the quality of the teaching is of a high 

standard.  The only problem I have with primary schools is when they get too big.  I 

believe they can be too large for the smaller year R and year 1 children.  However a one or 

1½ form entry primary school works well as a school size. 

5) What is your view on the proposal to use the junior school as the new primary school ? 

• The junior school building is in my view unacceptable because too many of the classrooms 
are on the first floor and this makes access for the disabled a real problem.  A new school 

building, if required, should either be a brand new building or a modified building based 

around the infant school building. 

6) What is Liberal Democrat policy with respect to school numbers ? 

• A Liberal Democrat government would ensure enough funds are provided to local councils 
so that infant schools can be based on 20 pupils per class and junior schools can be based 

on 25 pupils per class.  We would do this by scrapping the £1.5 billion child trust fund and 

invest that money instead to have 21,000 extra teachers to reduce class sizes. 
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7) If Lib Dem policy is 20 children per infant school class and 25 children per junior school 
class, why is the Lib Dem controlled council forcing the numbers at Harefield to 30 ? 

• The catch is we have a Labour government and they fund local authorities on the basis of 
30 pupils per class, so the council does not have enough money for much less than 30 pupils 

per class. 

8) If the government does not give the council enough money to cover the teachers for a 
two form school can’t the council pay some more money from the council tax to cover the 

extra teaching costs ? 

• The council would have to raise council tax to cover the costs, which, as it is the most 
unfair tax around, the council is loathed to do.  Even if it did so the Labour government 

would probably cap the rise anyway and thereby block the funding, because they believe 

they are funding the schools enough. 

9) But surely the council gets enough council tax each year to pay for extra teaching costs 
at Harefield ? 

• Well no, about three quarters of the city council’s funding actually comes from a grant 
from the government and only the remaining quarter comes from the council tax. Also the 

majority of the council money is already spent on education, some 60% of the total, so 

there is little left to help the education budget even more. 

10) But is only a bit of extra funding needed for Harefield ? 

• Yes, to be fair to other schools in Southampton, such a policy could not only be introduced 
at Harefield, it would have to be introduced to all schools in Southampton, and without the 

backing of the government the finances are simply not there. 

 

 

There is some good news even with the government’s system as it presently is. 
 

The numbers of pupils forecast to start in the Harefield, Townhill and Bitterne review area is now 

higher than when this review process started.  

 

Also, the fact that the junior school site is NOT suitable has been recognised. 

 

Therefore I am very hopeful that a new proposal for both increased entry numbers and a new 

building will be proposed at the school organisation committee in May. 

 

Personally I will keep supporting the campaign to improve the schools at Harefield. 

 

 

Best regards 

 

 

 

 

P.S.  

To find out more about my views on this, visit my website at www.davidgoodall.org.uk 

Or just ask me on 023 8047 6139   or at   harefield@davidgoodall.org.uk 

Or write to me at 2 Culvery Gardens, West End, Southampton SO18 3ND 


